QUESTION:

The Blessed Mother was the perfect disciple.  She faithfully accepted God’s plan for her, without hesitation and without question.  Although she was faced with difficult situations at various times in her earthly life, she perfectly fulfilled her role in God’s plan.  How is the Blessed Mother an inspiration to you?  How can you use the Blessed Mother’s example to help you stay close to God as you mature in your Catholic faith?

RESPONSE:

“Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee …”. How true these precious words are!  Mary, the Blessed Mother of God, is an inspiration to us all!  As a woman of absolute faith in God, she was obedient and accepting of His plan for her.  By following in her footsteps, ordinary women can do extraordinary things.  Just look Mother Theresa, St. Bernadette of Lourdes, and all the saints whom we recognize for their humility and faith.  There is no question why she was chosen to be the Mother of our Savior.  

The Blessed Mother is an inspiration to me.  Her loving heart and modest mien is a beacon of light.  When feeling down or upset, I only have to think of what she suffered to feel better.  She is the one I pray to for guidance in my life, especially in my faith.  By following in her footsteps--choosing right from wrong, living the Gospel message, remaining faithful to God, and keeping a life of prayer--I know that I can grow closer to God, our Father in heaven.  By leading a life of service, and of prayer, I can be sure to have a deeper understanding of what it means to be a Catholic.  A life of prayer and service, mirroring that of the Blessed Mother’s, would help me to grow as a person.  Small steps add up:  good deeds, no matter how small, can make a difference.  

I am thankful and excited to be attending a Catholic High School next year.  There, I will be able to learn more about the faith that I share with so many.  The Blessed Mother was so special even before birth, as she was conceived without original sin.  She was pure enough to be the carrier and protector of the most divine being of all time.  What better way is there than to live by her example and to put all trust in God?
